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" Chinese Test

Learn Three Antonymies in Chinese (Beginner)

1. Which one is the opposite of K (da)?

O A. /(xido)

2 B. /K(shui)

2. Which one is the opposite of _I:(shang)?
2 A. E(wang)

O B. h(xia)

3. Which one is the opposite of Zc(da)?

O A fi(you)

O B. fi(you)

See Answer

Got questions? Take a Free 1-on-1 live online lesson with our professional teachers from China.

More Newsletters

General Chinese

"Ghost" in the Chinese Language (Elementary)

One day, one of my foreign friends rushed to my home and told me that she was really scared and upset because
her neighbor, an old Chinese woman, said she was a ghost! How come this old lady behaved so rude to my
foreign friend? For me, it's unbelievable because this woman is very kindhearted and the kids around the town
treat her as their granny. To convince me, she repeated what the woman said,"

Zhége waigud xidonihai zhén shi yige jilinggui.”

A AME A 'O A MR " >

As soon as she finished, | burst into laughter at the misunderstanding! The granny was giving praise to my friend!
The issue revolves around how you understand the Chinese word ' (guf).

Literally, ' (gui) in Chinese means ghost. For example, some people like listening to i =f(guigushi) — a ghost
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story, and some like watching % Ji(guipian)— a ghost movie.
A %(gui) is scary, so people usually use it to express negative meanings in the Chinese language. First, ' (gur)

can be an adjective to express... (Learn more)

Examples:
A. RRA(guitiangi) .

Xia dayu le!  Zhén shi guitiangi.

NORM T B2 ORRA. >

It's raining heavily. Such terrible weather!
B. A5 (guidifang) r

Nage xidoshulin shi yige guidifang.

WA AR A AT >

That grove is a terrible place.
Second, ' (gui) can also function as a noun referring to people who obviously have certain bad habits, such as an
addiction of some kind. We can use {4 % (jiigui) in which {¥(jii) means wine, to describe people indulging in
alcohol, similar to the term "alcoholic" in English. Also, we refer those who are penny pinchers as /N5 % (xidoqigui).

/NS (xidoqi) in the Chinese language means that someone is stingy.

Examples:
A. Y8 A (jiugu) .
Tade baba shi yige jiugui.
ki) & & A BHR. >
His father is an alcoholic.
B. /NS M (xidogigur) ¢
Wadde péngyou shi yige xidoqigul.
i WA 2 A PRA. d
My friend is a penny pincher.
Regardless of how much people associate ghosts with fear, the term carries some positive characteristics such as
quickness, energy, nimbleness and elusiveness. These are in some way very similar with naughty kids. Therefore,

Chinese people also use it to describe... (Learn more)

Examples:
A. /)FR(xidogul) ’
Wojia de xiaogui hui xié hanzi!
X M AR & H T >
My grandson can write Chinese characters very well!

B. HLR A (jTlinggur) >
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Wade didi shi yige jilinggui.

T s 2 HLRA. g

My little brother is a smart boy.
C. HLR (guijlling) k

Tade meimei tai guijiling le.

fbity wkik K RHLR T . >

His sister is smart.
I'm sure now you must know why | said that the old woman next door to my friend was actually praising her as a
smart and intelligent girl, and not intending to offend her by calling her a ghost. Now, let us do some exercises to

enhance what we have just learned above!

Exercises:

What's the meaning of the sentence: "= & — LR H . (LiHua shi yige jilinggui.)"?
) A. It means Li Hua is a ghost.

O B. It means Li Hua is very smart.

O C. It means Li Hua loves ghost stories.

See Answer

More Exercises

Got questions? Take a Free 1-on-1 live online lesson with our professional teachers from China.

More Newsletters

-~/ Send us your suggestions!

How do you think of this issue of newsletter? What would you like to learn more about? Suggest a topic! We'd
love to hear from you! Also, if you have any questions about the learning materials, please feel free to drop us

a line at newsletter@echineselearning.com.
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